
 

Inspire • Empower • Excel 
 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

 

 
July 31, 2020 
 
Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 

As you may now know, Stafford County Public School (SCPS) will return to learning in a virtual model for the 
first semester of the 2020-2021 school year the week of August 31st. There is one adjustment to the high school 
schedule. High schools will operate from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. instead of 11 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. during the first semester 
unless the health and education data requires us to remain on a virtual schedule beyond the first semester. 
Middle school instruction will also occur from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., as previously communicated. There are also no 
changes to our elementary schedules. Group A will have instruction from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Group B from 9 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Your child’s principal and/or teacher(s) will discuss the schedule with you in greater detail as we 
get closer to August 31st. We also hope to have an elementary pilot hybrid schedule implemented in early 
October if health and education data supports this objective. More information will be shared as we get closer to 
this date. 

Everyone understands the importance of face-to-face instruction, however, if we know nothing else about 
COVID-19 we know this is a fluid situation with many uncertainties. The move to a virtual start was made after 
carefully considering recent pandemic trends, as well as the many messages we received from you.  However, 
our school system continues to implement all of the recommended health mitigation strategies including social 
distancing, mandatory cloth face coverings, mechanical system inspections and filter replacements, extensive 
cleanings, temperature checks and increased soap and hand sanitizing stations. I cannot emphasize enough that 
when your child returns to our school facilities, including buses, they must stay home if they have a fever and/or 
are feeling sick.  

Rest assured that your child will receive a robust learning experience in this virtual model. We are collaborating 
on professional development for staff that provides them with the tools and knowledge to deliver virtual 
instruction, and we will provide our families the same opportunity to learn how to use the virtual platform as 
part of our Back to School orientation next month. All students will receive a Chromebook to support virtual 
learning during the weeks of August 17th and 24th. Your building principal will contact you about the 
Chromebook distribution process. 

There are specific exempted categories of students that can be considered for face to face instruction, including 
students with disabilities on the aligned standards of learning or on a case by case basis as determined by your 
child’s IEP team. In addition, certain English Language Learners, limited Career and Technical Education 
students (based on the curriculum), along with students with no Internet connectivity may participate in face-to-
face instruction. As the year progresses other students may be invited for limited face-to-face instruction based 
on learning needs. Building administrators will contact families of these exempted categories in the coming 
weeks to determine if face-to-face instruction may be an option for their child.  Parents may of course choose 
for their child to remain on a virtual model only.  

I want to remind you that immunizations and other enrollment requirements are still necessary for your child to 
start school. The Virginia Department of Health will provide a TDap clinic on Tuesday, August 18, from 4:30 - 
7:30 p.m. at the Colonial Forge High School bus ramp. This will be a drive up clinic where SCPS nurses, in 
coordination with the Medical Reserve Corps, will administer vaccines. 

STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
31 Stafford Avenue 

Stafford, Virginia 22554-7246 
Phone: 540-658-6000 

www.staffordschools.net 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Holly Hazard, Chair 

Irene Hollerback, Vice Chair 
Dr. Sarah Chase 

Patricia Healy 
Susan Randall 

Dr. Elizabeth Warner 
R. Pamela Yeung 

 Office of the Superintendent 

https://sites.google.com/staffordschools.net/outreach-training-portal/home?authuser=1


SCPS Families and Staff 
July 31, 2020 
Page 2 of 2 
 
The current summer meal service program will continue through Thursday, August 20, 2020. There will be no 
meal service during the week of August 24th as we plan and prepare to transition into the new school year. 
School curbside meal pick up and bus meal distribution will resume on Monday, August 31, 2020.  We are in 
the process of expanding our meal sites and enhancing our student menus for the 2020-2021 school year.  More 
detailed information on the meal sites and delivery schedules is forthcoming.      

I understand this is an uneasy time for many. I will continue to provide Town Halls and weekly letters to keep 
you informed of changes. Our next Town Hall is on August 12. The topics will include programs for special 
education, gifted, and English Language Learners. More information will be shared next week. I remind you to 
continue referring to the Staff and Community Frequently Asked Questions on our website. Please also contact 
your building principal for specific questions pertaining to your child's education. You should expect to hear 
from your building principal regarding a school-specific Town Hall in the near future.  Next week, I will 
provide further clarification on Group A and B scheduling for families.   

I want to welcome our new teachers that will start their SCPS professional journey with us on August 3rd. We 
hired excellent and passionate teachers for your child.  I know you had many school divisions to select from, 
and I thank our new teachers for selecting Stafford County Public Schools.  

I wish all of you a happy and healthy week. Find some time to relax and please follow all of the recommended 
health mitigation strategies as you venture outside your home. Together we can limit the COVID-19 virus 
spread in Stafford. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
 
 

 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/29896

	STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	Office of the Superintendent

